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JAMES GILL

Jim Brown's
smart to be

less trustin
this time

Whether he wins or loses his appeal, Jim
Brown got a raw deal in his federal trial last year,

It was a coclkmmamie Lrial in any ease, prosecu;
tors adducing no evedible evidence for their the-
ory that Brown, former Gow. Edwin Fdwards and
Shreveport attorney Ron Weems had eoncocted a
sweetheart deal Tor the owner of a bankrupt in-
suranee company and should therefore he sentupl
the viver for many a long yoar,

Brown was the only defendant not to walk
away scol-lree, because, before his indictment, he
had agreed to an interview with MBI agent Harry
Burton, pit

Fwvidently Brown, not having commitied any -
eriminal offenses, did not suspect a trap. Poor sap,
He should have learned at his mother's knee that;
nnocent or ruilty, you never, ever take chances
wilh the FEL

The allegalions in Brown's appeal suggest that
he now understands the wisdom of that axiom.
When Brown was indieted, the feds Lacked on alle-
galions that he had lied in his interview with Bur-
ton Ly downgiliring his role in the insurance
seltlement. Lyinge Lo a fed, even when not under
oath, is a felony, although, of course, there is no .
requirement of veracity the other way round.

Althongh the alleged fibs were small beer by
comparison with the central charges, they were
enough for Brown Lo draw a sentence of six
manths, He was alse required to step down as
state insuranee commissioner, and his law license’
wis suspended, i

Brown had no obwious reason tolie to Burton,'
sinee, as the jury verdiet later estahlished, Te had
nothing to hide, What Brown did not know, how-
ever, was that the feds had a bug on Edwards’
phone and Burton was therefore asking questions
to which he already knew the answers, The inter-
view seems to have been lttle more than a trick to
eiteh him in a lie,




At trial it was Burton's word agpainsl Brown's,
beeause the interview was not tape recorded. The' -
only evidence was a sununary of the interview
that Burton typed up frem his notessome days
later. Brown testilied that Lhe summary gave 4
false impression of what he had said and asked to
see Burton’s handwritten notes. Fair play sug- -+ -
prested that he should e given them so that Bz Sa
potnzel eould contest Burton's testimony on cross-
examination,

But Judge Edith Brown Clement vefused and
told the jury, after an in-camera review, that the
typewritten surmmary was “aceurate based on the
handwritten notes” Deciding whether to believe
an FRI agent or a Louisiana politician would nor-
mally be a Lough eall, but Clement's assurances
left the jury with little choiee but to beheve Bur-
{4

When the defense finally got ty see Burton’s:
notes courtesy of the appeals court, however,
“plaring discrepancies” were discovered, accor-
ing to Trown's appeal. Allowing thal legal arpu
ments generally appear less compelling afler the
olher side weighs in — Lhe government has A0
ilays Lo file its response — Brown's appeil adl-
duees reams of evidence to suggest that Clement”
was a little hasty in vouching for the aceuracy of
the typewritten sumrmary. ;

According to the defense, Burton, *having a
bias against Jim Brown, deliberately erafted (his
summary) to assisl a false statement prosecation.”
The appeal elaims thal Brown was convicled for
slalements that either do nol appear at all in the
handwrillen noles or were doctored in the type-
written summary Lo make what was true appaeat
Loy b Qi Pl gl also argues that Brown was
legrally entitled to the handwrillen notes at trial. -
Either way, it sure would have saved a lot of time
and money if Clement had let him take a grander

Brown also claims Clement was wrong to ex-
elude testimony that a similar handwritten sam
mary signed by Burton for dwards’ rivirboat-
shakedowns trial had to be redone because the
witness interviewed found hal it contained 16 er-
TS,

Brown's appeal will alzo provide a preview of
how the appeals eonrt might rule on a eouple of
the arpuments Edwards has advaneed to chal-
lenge his riverboat conviction. Bolh cases arose
[bom the same wirelaps, which Brown and Fid-
wartls allege were illegal becanse the feds when
seeking permission to install them failed to reveal
that their informant, Patvick Graham, was a noto
rious Toxas swindler

Both Cloment and the riverboat trial judge,
Frank Polozola, ovdered that the jury remain
anonyimons, Brown argues, as Bdwards is ex-
pected to, that there was no justification for thus |
griving jurors the impression that the defondants
were sinister charactors,

If the appeals court docs grant Brown's ap-
peal, it will amount Lo somewhat ungracions wiel-
eome for its nowest membier, none other than :
Clement, Her elevation should be confivmed by
the 118, Senate any day now

i LER L LR ]
James Gl is a stall witer, He can be reached at (504) 8263418
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