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No Victory Laps in Brown Case

cins romn now, they're going 1o call it the Tin
Brown Rule: if you're o public official in
[onnsizen, do oot talk o the FIBLL
Mol umder iy circimsliances,
Not even 1l you're innocent and have nothing
Loy hide.
Especially il you're innocent and hyve nothing
o hide.

Brown's convichion last week of seven counts of

muking false stalements to an FBI agent sets a low-
water mark Tor the federal government’s otherwise
valiant attempts to clean up Louisiana pulitics. For
Brown, the guilty verdict is especially hard 10 bear
becanse he was cleared ol all 43 substantive charges
in the Cascade Insurance case — as were his co-
delendants, including Tormer Gov, Edwin Edwards.
Jurors concluded, based on weak evidence presented
by LIS attorneys, that nobody conspired 1o fix ihe
Clascade case. A least, nobody among the defendants.
The biggest crook in the courtroom appeared to be the
government’s star witness, former state Judge Foxy
Sunders, who et o deal 1o save his own hide in
exchange for trying to help the leds hang EWE,
Brown and Shreveport lawyer Ronald Weems.

Sanders proved to be a singularly unconvincing
finger-pointer. You have to go a long way these days
to-make Edwin Edwards look like a victim, so give
the former judge his due as a slhimeball.

Unfortunately for Brown, Sanders’ testimony had
nothing to do with the 13 “extra” charpes against the
imsurance commissioner. His accuser on those counts
wis un FBL agent who interviewed Brown abou
Cascade in May 1997,

Setting aside Tor the moment whether Brown actu-
ally libbed 1o the Fibbie, there's little justice to be
found in his convietion,

Brown was not under
with at the time of the
inlerview, and he was
being asked to recount
things that had  tran-
spired  months  carlicr.
The agent also had the
benefit of having lis-
tened o taped conver-
sations between Brown
and Edwards — but he
didn’t  tell that 1o
Brown,

Most ol all, the agemt
did not tape record his

conversalion with
Brown, so al tial it
came  down o the

agent’s  word  against
Brown's. The only
“recond” ol Brown's
alleged lics was the agent’s notes, which were dictat-
ed and then typed days after the interview,

I'm not suggesting at all that Agent Harry Burton
licd or even exaggerated. Burton is a veleran, a
straight arrow, and he obviously came across that way
on the stand. FBI agents, however, are just as human
as the rest of us. If the government could record every
other important conversation in the case, why not
Brown’s interview as well? Delense attorneys tell me
that it is FBI policy not to tape such conversalions,
and il the interviewee trics to turn on atape, the agent
will leave, Why?

Consider the case from another perspective, 15 a
reporter went to an editor with a story that could
destroy somebody’s reputation because of lies that

SETTING ASIDE FOR THE MOMENT WHETHER BROWN
ACTUALLY FIEEED TO THE FBI, THERE'S LITTLE JUSTICE TO
BE FOUND IN HIS CONVICTION.

person had  told  the
reporter, the lirst thing
the editor would ask Tor
is the tapwe of the inter-
view. I the reporter il
anly  notes from the
interview - notes which
were typed days after-
witrd — the story would
never be printed.

Brown, on the other
hand. is headed 1o jail on
that kel ol attenuated
evidenee.

Worst o all  Tor
Brown, Judge  Ldith
Clement denicd his
attorney s reguest For e
agent’™s haind-writlen
notes Trom the inervicew.
That ellectively Killed
Brown’s best chance of lighting the charges.

As a result, Brown has been convicted of telling
seven lies o an FBI agent. He may have licd, 1o be
sure. Jurors no doubt smelled a rat in the Cascade
scheme, but even the tapes were inconclusive on the
maost serious charges.

Instead, Brown now stands convicted ol collateral
charges, based on what one FBl agent says he
remembers hearing Brown say, using notes typed
days after the interview, which could have been tape
recorded bul wasn’t, and which covered evenls that
oceurred months earlier,

The feds shouldn’t be doing any victory laps on
this one, because from now on, the Jim Brown Rule
15 in effect across Louisiana, %



