Insurance Commissioner Jim
Brown was convicted by a federal
jury of lying to an FBI agent -
seven times.

That is a fact. Period.

But it's an alarming fact.

Why, vou might ask?

It's alarming because Brown
was convicted because the jury
took the word of the FBI agent
over his.

So?

Well, FBI agents, for the most
part, take handwritten notes of
interviews, and in the Brown
case, the notes were transcribed

three days later. Neither Brown-

nor his attorney was allowed to
see the handwritten notes.

That is frightening.

And in this case, it was the
same FBI agent who forgot to
turn on a hidden camera when
former Gov. Edwin Edwards
handed over a fist full of bucks to
Cleo Fields, then between terms
as a [U.S. congressman and a state
senator.

The lesson here, perhaps, is
that Brown should never have
talked to the FBI agent.

The jury didn’t buy conspiracy
or racketeering in the main case
of insurance fraud, but it did sal-
vage a weak U.S. attorney case by
nailing Brown on seven of 13
counts of lying to the FBI agent.

There is no way to know from
this distance exactly what hap-
pened between Brown and the
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FBI agent.But it is a given that an
agent is free to draw his own con-
clusions from his own notes.

Even the most senior of
reporters often relies on tape
recordings, especially on lengthy
interviews.

It is too bad Brown went down
like this — although he may well
win on appeal. He has done a good
joh as insurance commissioner.

But the law is the law, and he
has been found guilty by a jury of
his peers.

Besides, the feds were after
him - and especially Edwards —
and, as the late Earl K. Long used
to say, they have the A-bomb.

Even so, many in the pundit
business never thought Brown
was guilty of anything, that he
was just naive enough to get
mixed up with a bunch of shady
characters and maybe not get out
alive.

That is what happened.
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