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Brown’s political career ends
po>

When Jim Brown moved to Ferriday
and opened a small law office around
1969, he was burning alive with political
ambition. He wanted to be governor
someday.

Then only in his late 20s, Brown did all
the things that an aspiring young politi-
cian should do. He was seen everywhere,
getting to know people, asking ques-
tions, befriending people who could heip
him, offering assistance to those who
wanted it as he carefully built a hase of
support.

Armed with a law degree from Tulane
University, the practice of law was sim-
ply his vehicle to public life. He didn't
talk about practicing law. He talked
about polities, politics, politics.

His local newspaper saved copies of
other newspapers in the region, and
every week Brown took them to his office
or home to learn more about his territo-
ry.

When Congressman Qito E. Passman
macde an appearance in thé district, Jim
Brown was there. When Brown learned
that the easiest access to an influential
doctor in Winnshore was a 5 a.m. shave
in the barber shop, Jim Brown popped
through the door at 5 o'clock in the morn-
ing. :

And when the Legislature reappor-
tioned itself, creating the largest senato-
rial district geographically in the state,
Brown was off and running, taking his
first step in politics.

That was in 1971 when Edwin
Fdwards defeated J. Bennett Johnston
for governor. Brown escorted hoth of
them in his district, but in the end
Edwards was his man.

He and Edwards won their respective
elections that vear and served two terms
together. In his second term, Brown ran
for Congress, losing to Jerrv Huckabv
who had upset Passman two years prior
in a race that Brown strongly consid-
ered,
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uphill race for Secretary of State, an
election which he won when his chief
opponent faltered. After his second term
in the secretary's office, Brown did what
he always wanted to do. He ran for gov-
ernor.

But there was Edwards again, running
for another term, entering the race after
Brown had already announced. His polit-
ical career bordered on finality as
Edwards won,

Brown salvaged it, however, when
Comrmussioner of Insurance Doug Green
was convicted and sent to prison, the sec-
und insurance cormmission to go to prison
in Louisiana, Brown ran for the job,
promising to clean up the insurance
department after Green and Sherman
Bernard had tainted it with corruption.

For several vears Brown worked dili-
gently to set the department straight. He
worked at it with a great amount of ener-
gy, and, according to people in the insur-
ance business, he was a good commis-
sioner.

Last week BErown and Edwards wound
up in the same federal eourtroom in
Batorr Rouge, facing a federal judge and
a jury as prosecutors attempted to con-
vict both of them for hatching a scheme
to give a failed insurance company a
healthy state settlement to the detri-
ment of the company's policy holders.

Edwards and a third man, a
Shreveport attorney, were found not
guilty. Brown was “convicted- on seven
counts, all felonies, of making false
statements to an FBI agent in a 30-

minute interview.

The jury failed to conviet Brown on
over 40 other counts. Brown was not
found guilty of taking money from any-
one.

But each of the seven counts carries up
to five years in prison and a $250,000
fine. Brown will appeal the case and
spend the next several months fighting
for his freedom and his reputation.

Edwards also is appealing his convie-
tion in a racketeering case involving
riverboat licenses, but he dodged the
killing bullet when the jury acquitted
him in the insurance case,

Brown apparently has a good chance
for appeal, because the statements he
made to the FBI agent were not taped.
His statements to the agent apparently
conflicted with remarks Brown made in
taped conversations with Edwards.

Thus, after 30 years in Louisiana poli-
tics, JJim Brown faces a fight against a
prison term, not to mention a large
amount of money to defend himself. He
must vacate his office until the appeal is
over, His salary ends. His benefits end.

The government obviously had a weak
case or else Edwards would have been
found guilty along with Shreveport
attorney Honald Weems. The jury’s deci-
sion to convict Brown on seven counts of
lying after he was indicted for far more
serious offenses appeared to be the last
straw.

The jury apparently determined that
the Commissioner of Insurance had
more responsibility in the case of a failed
insurance company than anvone else
associated with it.

This time Edwards wasn't the target.
Brown was the target.

The young man who started in
Ferriday over 30 years ago never
dreamed it would end like this. His
dream had a storybock finish, the gover-
nor’s mansion, the U.5. Senate and per-
haps even more as Jim Brown raced and
reached for the stars.




