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Brown verdict was an injustice

wa years ago next month, 12 ordinary citi-

Zens. sat in a room in downtown Baton

Rouge and with good intentions carried out
a sad injustice. After deciding that no crimes
were committed among three defendants in a
case brought by our government, they then
decided that state Insurance Commissioner Jim
Brown made false statements to an FBI agent, I
suppose to cover up the wrongdoing which they
had concluded did not happen.

Their decision confused and confounded many
people. Recently, a three-judge panel ruled it
was appropriate for our government ta withhold
from Jim Brown an FBI agent's notes of their

conversation, seriously hampering his ability to

* defend himself.

Obviously, that decision has been appealed to
the full court in hopes that it will see the blatant
unfairness, and the basic right one has to con-
front his accusers. After all, embarrassing
errors made by the agent in question have been
widely reported and are known to even the most
casual political observers. And the defendant
who was given the notes was acquitted on all

Jim Brown's greatest sin has been his refusal
to use a political sledgehammer against former
Gov. Edwin Edwards every time he took the mi-
crophone in public. !

But in doing so at great cost, he's preserved his
‘personal dignity, which is now serving him very

well. The Advocate’s observation that the us.

attorney wants more than to defeat Edwards —
it wants to humiliate him — is hardly the judi-
cious responsibility our government should
assume. : i

In 1987, Jim Brown knew Louisiana was chang-
ing, searching far new leaders, so to him “slay-
ing the dragon” only meant hitting a man when
he's down. In football, it's called piling on ... and
guess what? There's a penalty for it.

If you doubt that this is a sad time for our gov-
ernment, go to lunch with Jim Brown and watch
the steady stream of people stop by to say how
wrong they believe his conviction was. Listen to
them thank him for cleaning up the insurance
industry and bringing sound business practices
to a beleaguered state department.

If forced to serve six months in prison, Jim
Brown will do it with grace. But he will never
ever give up fighting to correct this grievous
mistake, a quality that made him an effective
public servant for 30 vears. We should expect
nothing less now. ;
~ There is a scar on the face of our justice sys-
tem so ugly that common citizens feel a burning
shame. When this happens, someone, some-
where usually has the courage to step forward
and do what is right to fix it. Surely it will happen
here. Like so many others, I look forward to that

.day. Justice cries out for it.

Rannah Gray
7650 0ld Hammond Highway
~ Baton Rouge




