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PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS;  WHAT IT WILL TAKE 
TO CARRY LOUISIANA 

 
Louisiana has been profiled by both President Bush and Sen. John Kerry as a “high 
priority” state for the coming campaign.  Both candidates will be back in Louisiana in the 
next two weeks.  And the Bayou State was one of 17 states to run the recent 50 million 
dollar television buy of the Republicans.  The Kerry campaign has just begun a major 
T.V. effort in key “swing” states that includes Louisiana.  So just what will it take for 
either candidate to win in the deepest of the deep southern states?  Much more than either 
candidate is doing so far.  
 
Several national issues will have some play here.   The war and the economy resonate as 
national concerns throughout America.   But the war effort has almost taken a life of its 
own.  It’s such a complicated mess that Kerry is having a hard time offering alternatives, 
and the President has little choice but to trudge it out in the months to come.  Bush won’t 
lose Louisiana on the war issue alone.   
 
And we don’t have a recent economic crisis here that can be blamed on the President.  
Louisiana’s economic doldrums have been in place for some time.  We haven’t lost 
200,000 jobs in the past few years like you find in Ohio or Pennsylvania.   
 
There is an opening for either candidate to make hay down here by focusing on a few 
local issues, and voters here won’t necessarily demand specifics.  More a sense that one 
of these guys seem to understand the “pulse and feel” of the state.   The political, social 
and economic mix that makes Louisiana unique.  Don’t tell us everything they think we 
want to hear.  Just show some real concern that issues important to us will at least be 
reviewed and considered. 
 
And remember that outside of New Orleans and, to some degree, in Baton Rouge, our 
demographic makeup reflects a rural, middle class sense of values and concerns, 
particularly north of I-10.  If you want to make political headway down here Mr. 
President or Mr. Presidential wannabe, make a few key stops, loosen your tie and just get 
to know us. 
 
Remember that a lot of Louisiana voters listen to James Dobson preach on AM radio and 
tune in to Reba and Travis on FM.  They are in church on Wednesday evening, as well as 
Sunday, and they know the difference between Jimmy Swaggart’s preaching and other 
Pentecostal faiths.  They can name four or five NASCAR drivers (stock car racing is the 
best attended sporting event in America; more so in the South.)   They know what 
soybeans look like.  A regular stop for them is Wal-Mart. They will never spend more 
than $20 for a meal. 
 



They are looking for a President to tell them that he will favor the “people” versus the 
”powerful.”  He should appeal to a Louisiana middle class that feels threatened by forces 
beyond their control, such as HMOs, big corporations, tobacco companies and 
globalization.  If other parts of the country are becoming more affluent, the average 
Louisiana voter is not seeing much progress for himself.  Actually, Al Gore in 2000 and 
Bush senior in 1988 did a pretty fair job of tailoring such a philosophy.  Unfortunately for 
each of them, the messenger wasn’t as strong as the message. 
 
So what are the issues that will resonate with Louisiana voters?  There are several. 
 

Put the loss of hundreds of thousands of acres of Louisiana’s wetlands at the top of the 
list.  Unfortunately, neither candidate has given any meaningful support to this important 
issue.  The New York Times last year (1/11/03) editorialized of how Bush has undermined 
protection for wetlands.  And when Kerry was attacked by Florida Gov. Jeb Bush for 
favoring oil interest over wetlands, his campaign said he was talking about Louisiana, not 
Florida. (The Washington Post-4/2 ). Not much to cheer about from either camp. 

Both candidates play to environmental concerns in Florida.  “No drilling off the Florida 
coast,” says Bush.  Just do it in Louisiana.  Kerry’s comments mirror the President’s.  
Our wetland losses far outpace any other place in the country.  We are looking for strong 
concern and assurances that major funding will be forthcoming. 

Make a commitment to revisit federal funding formulas that dramatically short-change 
Louisiana. Our state is at the low end or bottom of the totem pole when it comes to 
formulas involving federal highway funds, federal reimbursement for nursing homes, 
Medicare funds, and royalty income from offshore oil and gas production.  We don’t 
want anything special.  Just an equal share.  A few examples: 

1) A federal gas tax is charged on every gallon of gasoline that goes into a national 
road fund to build highways.  For years, a formula has been used to distribute 
funds in a way that works against Louisiana’s interest.  For every dollar we send 
to Washington, Louisiana taxpayers are getting a little more than ninety cents 
back.  California receives $1.30 for every dollar it sends to Washington, the 
same for most states along the east coast.   So Louisiana taxpayers are 
subsidizing roads and bicycle trails throughout California, New York and many 
other states.  We are putting substantially more into the federal pot than we are 
getting out. 

2) Louisiana receives federal reimbursement for nursing homes that take care of 
the poor under the Medicaid program.  But the formula works dramatically 
against Louisiana nursing homes.  Where New York receives reimbursement for 
Medicaid patents of $175.00 a day, the same patient in Louisiana receives only 
$81.00 a day.  Some states receive much more. Alaska, for example, receives 
per patient $317.00 per day.  Louisiana has the lowest reimbursement in the 
country.  This, of course, makes it more difficult for Louisiana nursing homes to 
provide adequate care, and there is significantly less money turning over in our 



economy.   There might be a slightly higher cost of living in New York and 
other states who receive as higher reimbursement.  But three times our amount?  
Come on!  We’re just not being treated fairly. 

3) Medicare reimbursement for seniors.  Again, Louisiana is at the bottom of the 
barrel in reimbursement for payments to hospitals and medical facilities to cover 
the cost of citizens who receive Medicare.  The fact that we have a higher 
percentage of older people living in our state works against us.  If anything, it 
should be just the reverse.  The formula for Medicare reimbursement is out-of-
date, and is grossly unfair to Louisiana from infusing enough dollars in the 
medical community, and we are not seeing the turnover of spending in the 
Louisiana economy. 

4) Louisiana gets the shaft when it comes to our state receiving any royalty money 
from the hundreds of millions of dollars the federal government makes off of oil 
and gas in Louisiana waters.  All one has to do is drive down to Grand Isle to 
see the massive oil production that takes place off our coast.  And there are 
direct costs to every taxpayer in our state.  We are spending state tax dollars to 
subsidize this offshore drilling, yet we do not get one penny in return.  ZERO! 
ZILCH! NOTHING! 

What are our costs?  We supply the infrastructure for the oil and gas industry to 
move offshore.  We give police and fire protection for the crew and supply boats 
going to and from the rigs.  We educate the children of workers who are employed 
on the rigs.  We rescue those same workers when foul weather approaches.  Yet we 
get nothing in return.   

That’s not the case in several other states, including Alaska.  Oil and gas is also 
drilled on the coast of Alaska.  Did you know that Alaskans pay no income tax or 
statewide sales tax?  And it goes much beyond this.  Every man, woman, and child 
is given a check every year because of the oil and gas production.  This year’s 
check will be a little over a $1000.00 a person.  In some years, when production 
was higher, every Alaskan got as much as $2000.00.  They are in no different 
position than we are.  These minerals are part of our state, and we are spending 
millions of dollars to give support to this industry.  Yet nothing is returned. 

Back in the 1950’s, President Eisenhower at first offered Louisiana 50% of all the 
royalty interest in this offshore drilling.  Our state officials balked at making a quick 
decision, and then the offer was withdrawn.  If we had accepted this arrangement, 
there would be no taxes of any kind in Louisiana today.  And each one of us would 
have been receiving a regular check, far in excess of what Alaskans are receiving. 

No, we can’t turn back the clock and get the same deal. But fair is fair.  Something 
ought to come back to Louisiana. 



So there you are Mr. President to Be. A direct acknowledgement that Louisiana has 
not gotten a fair shake, and that a serious review of these complaints will be 
undertaken will go a long way in building strong support throughout Louisiana. 

Both Bush and Kerry have high negatives with six months to go until election ay.  
What can each one do to build a more favorable image?  Log on next week for a 
candidate review of strengths and weaknesses from a Louisiana perspective. 

                                                      ************* 

Bob Edwards signed off last week as host of National Public Radio’s “Morning 
Edition” after being on the air each weekday for the past 25 years.  When I 
practiced law in Ferriday years ago, he was about my only link to the outside world.  
He is apparently “over the hill” at the age of 57.  Too bad.  NPR has let go a first 
rate host. I’m moving on to satellite radio. 

                                                       *************** 

Now I’m not making a big deal out of this.  But today is my birthday.   

And I’m joined by a pretty distinguished group.  George Clooney(42), Prime 
Minister Tony Blair(50), Bob Seger(58), Willy Mays(72), Rudolph Valentino(108), 
and Sigmund Freud(147) to name a few.  I’m one day off from the Big Guy.  If I 
would have been born one day sooner(it was about one o’clock in the morning), I 
would have had the same birth date as the man himself.  The Godfather of Soul.  
That’s right!  James Brown.  He’s 72.  I’m 64.  But you know what? 

I still feel good!!! 

                                                                     **************** 

The trouble with the world is that the stupid are cocksure 

And the intelligent are full of doubt. 

                                                                      --Bertrand Russell 

 

Being in politics is like being a football coach. 

You have to be smart enough to understand the game, 

And dumb enough to think it’s important. 

                                                                        --Eugene McCarthy 

 



Peace and Justice. 

 

Jim Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


